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] y | The XBtem&tigs&i Btire.su wnuts herewith a copy of {he £n$ii$h to&asMios -ftf sn&rn&dotsai p.relisxiinary report on 
1 5 ps&T&sb jJlty (Chsp-^r :!;}.; 

; | The Im&mmmimX Bmsm tmmrnis m^mmh « mpy of the Engl? si) tramiaiioxj ■of the mim^^lpt^mitm^f report im 

2. TmfcS&iii&al ttf fj&g 0:%y $f ih£ tma^aSioa ■£» i&e &»%&M$d *»r elected OHlces* 

llse ;!m«mt|t)35al Bumm mtt&mihz ajgsBe^th&t mpi&s of Ml u^sktios fc&vfc •be^vu^mlrxid xo ihe following 4e$jgf$te£ or ssksftgd. 
Qfisees reqaidng such tts^slaJipa: 

None 

I^fOikAyisig dessgh&&£ or ejected O&te* having waived xemmmesti .'for- such a traBsn&t&i a- ibis will x&te^'egp&$ of tfca*' 
tnmsMson from >:hs tirtexsmtional Bureau osly ugon tb&k reqnest:: 

AE, A& At, Ml -AF* AT. AU. 8A. BB/BG, BR, BW, BY, SZ, GA N OR CR CO, CR.CU, CZ, OE s 'DK, DM. OZ c EA 
EC, EE, EG, EP; ES, FL QB. GO, G£, GH, HR. HU, 10 JL IN« IS, KE, KG. KF, KR { KZ. LC, LK, LR LS, LI. LU, LV, 
MA. MD, MG> MK m,MW,MK. NO, NZ, OA, CM, PG, PR Ft, PT, BO. RU V SQ, BO, SE, S& SK V SU SV, 

TJ, TM, M TR TT: TZ. UA t UG, US. UZ. VC, VR YU, ZA, ZM, ZW 



5. E^mfed^r r^ardhsg trjsn$^tic>53 lafo (<«3c oD oO^ual i»t : igua^e{«) of the elected 4>n$ce&jL. 

llw sfst?Hesnt is rc^iuded thai, w^^' a tm>sktsoii of-ibe-. list^rn&Udn^l -^ilc^tK^ mmt h^ ftj^s^sssd'-io sji elcctsd Offim that sra^^jaiibn 

It Is the app^ca^rs res^ajj$jfell% prepare ssrs! l^rtilsls -mak trmsiniimi dSrec% ^.;«scfe «*kicts;d cors<:eraed wMhm th% 
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Int^oiatkniiaJ SearcMng Authority under Eiulg 44 £&\I(£&. 

1. This REPORT cos isim m a loml o.fi'&sheei^ :m^Mi:jg; this. cover stes. 

£r* the aitached shoeix, any ^feresjce to ih^%^p^ir<^M<m of i^'MematK^m. Se^hmg Antliorif f %UmM bz ra&d as a reference 
So the m^raaik>??^l^iim^a?Y rspon or< patejjtabilny (Chapter B instead 



3. 'Oris report oooini?;.s iadk;a:ions: relating 16 ib® folk>wmg Items; 



[Kj Box No.' 1 

fj Box No. IB 

Bos No. F*' 

Bos.NoLV 

j Bos oxk VII 



Basis of ih& sapors: 
Prions:? 

No^-osttibh^tjioniofoplmofi with; regard to novsjrv, invert me im.p md-indxx^inal 
Lack, of ssfjity of '.in vcntfoo 

Reasoned srafcemeni nader Arikia 35(2) regard to rioveliY,. snycaiive m%> or i^aSiri&S 
^ppllcap|sy; eibdons and emanations s$prxj?lis5g mch si&mnmt 

Certain cfe&^mejifc cited 

Cemm dsfa^Ls in Sh& fo^f-n^pa&i application 

Certain observations o& the miemximmS applkiifen 



4. T he Imerr<$don3i Bt-r^s-j will corn m&m£&& ihh report ■'6$$x$n&c<lQftlcz$ hi ^q^mce .with- Roles 44M\3(c) and 93&*s J bm 
rsoiy except svhexe she .«ppBean£ :?^k^ e-spj^ss requ^t sader Ardde 23£3), beibr^ the ^xprr^tion of^ft^^iU^'iTOmlfe/pncinty 
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Priori ?,y dyic {&?/mf>mhJy*x(r$ \ 

11.11 .2003 | 



'.Has owiakas ^ortiains isivjicaitefss rcSattagta the f&fawiag£t£&t& 



Box No. i 

Bo*>y |V ' L*:ko* ofifiV;;rSikft 

Mo. V :R«flb?Stffifi<S sfcfce«*sai uadejc ftois? v?kh r^Aoi te> mv^iy, myxigsw iicp or irtfifo 

appSiesfriifty; gttaii&tts sod es$«na*k<fcs ' supporti fcg such s^ti^rst 

8*w No. VII <M«ja defctis jf&KroiKHtti ^peatk^ 
Box No. Wil Certain observations e?* the- trftsra^osttS ^pkesJjosi 

.0- <W>*s.«*«^ >/oc srjt«v>;j::<>»^j |.«r<?ii.«ii«ais:y exeoraoiUion is : «i»4«, dds Of*£tfk»K -.will- bz oo^tol ?o be-- a ^sakki' of si>e 

^ fsorfjaii fs.^I Pr di Knotty 1 \>:& m re m Authot i jy A : *> : eto:p* ib&t *hi& does noi ^s>^>' wfces'e. the &p£>iioa>« diss's a« A«ifo#&y. oth** 
t&tn this o«e .to bt ■ thst- Ji&A '*tsi^ ifce chosen. TEltA has notified t«e Irat^st^*^ B:?ff «sse« .»«fiw Rvie £x*.LH>\e> ilm wtiitsii ppiti&mz vi ; 

if U«;> o.^::?xk>?>v ;if;, /as. ^c»-icfe^ Above, con^k^ed k> b<r a wdtteu vpiiuvx or >J.;e .IP"?. : .A : tlx ^i^kaat i?ivj^4 so .-safest the ij^A «: 
wsiitea rsoSy k>geihe>'v . wto^ a^i-ojxlst^v . nvs& • .axtvsjadsKjgm^.- besovi? the c-jq«F.atiott of ? .uwt^hs ffoio the d;>ie oi eaxilh^ .of 

Fox i$<rtoef ej-Jiions, i>ee oeitrs PCiViS 

>, For 'fosribss- deiyik<. sec fif<:c^ ;o eorm.. PCT/:S.A/?20- 



N;:^ B.;.s.d i-Aiiiusj ■>^re.;'^ vi' the iSA/JP 



e'cK sijoik: Ne 



Aoifcomeo office- 



;>ohoOe Nc 



wekten opinion mrm 



'fo&xsvtismvsi a^dk-aikm No. 

PCT/JP 2004/0 IS 6? 4 



'!, togSiig?. -tftifo ^fjjou $ss ten c&akMK^J ^'tis? basis oi tbs? Mvr^iiosa; &r$«age m w hkh it was, 

L.J T>sh tipioi&n has baron otfafc&xiredl. on .tfe« nasis of a fran^tkifi *W*fR tfe* ^rigirtfti Jiinguagie k&c* She S^ilcj^jfjgJ^^t?^^ 

, which is*he imgt&gz of a fij-a«ftiAtis>« 'ftti-ftfefcxi ptoiK^rs ttriatsro^iktf^^ 



2-- 'Wife- . &>• .-assy rajdsotfd* &*id/nr-3mta& vmi- s^k?sr-*< Msclxu&d its thz i faersxa j$o»3* ' -^IkMim aud sscsss^y to x$v- ximsss&i 

smimkm. ihismnt-im Ms b^n s&.&blish£d t>n.th«- ^>as : :.- of: 

s type <5i: imterisd 

|___J a Sfci^if at* Jj& jjk* 

p— 5 

|^ J fikd together wi? h im&r^iottu£ a&jpxcsiitoti m xxmpub?; mzmM* Smrm~ 

3. | | t?5 -•jd^sic??, i?> &am tkat bjojc sfcafs on? ycrsraa or copy of a scq^ritc Hisiissg ;t;xi'-or t&i>Se*s* ih&fgitt hsa hzsti S&d <?r 

" r "" r fiifijds^i the r^ttsred gai&ixfesate ihai ih« ifjfc?«u»*k*» in tht? sub^qo^nt <ss addlttoffti copies is S&h&wsE iv> thai ?« tfcsr. &;>pUc&i<?vt as 
-{tied <v <iooi jjo* go k^yorxi ii>a ag>g?Hc&iiba as illod. as 'u^stopn&tc:, vs crc ft:!fSiish<«i 



mmmArmmM, sxiARctmit m mmmrty j p r t / j p 2 004/01 66 ? 4 



fvt - . . v 

[ j j>iu^ *»k&&>R»i tb«>$ under ttfofefit 

it Ttiis :AtfL%*r % eons* .tiws ih^i? t he r^mmmM mity of ifratnttag accos'daacff av % kite. .13. i , X 3.3' 1X3 i v 
[Xj >i<?i m^isM miirxpzthz. following r&\>x>s&$ 

G^nskii^xmg thc fact that a tape drive which can be applied to both ihhv 
type aodfhick4ype tape cartridges difl^iiog in Ibe degree of thickness of t he case 
is publicly ksiown m disclosed In palenfc document 2 provided by the applicant 
as*d the feci that some kind of means L4 iiatumUy sieeded in such ar* apparatus for 
d&emiinhig which tape cartridge is being used, 

the special teehnicai feature" of claims .1*3 and 4-6 is found to be 
coBtroIEng the tape drive mch thai She state of the tape drive/ hi particular the 
wrlicai tBOvement of the holder fer pressing dewr* and holding fee tape 
cartridge , matches the case thietoess of the loaded t ape cartridge In acco rdance 
to a pair of top arid bottom sensors provided m the sifele walls of the toadfeg 
•frame, or the output signal of the selector switch prav'ided to the operating paraeh 

the special ^chmcai fearore" of claims 7-10 is found to be autoieadcaIIy : 
j udging the ske (case thickness) of the tape cartridge lo Med in die loading frame 
based on output sigBafe ftom a first senior and a second sensor Ibr deteedng 
oscillating escape operation of two .doors > provided adjacent and osel ihitiagly 
displaeeably to a first door aad a second door having veitleal.. dimensjam in a. 
prescribed relationship with the. vertical thietess dimensions of thm -type and 
thiek^type tape cartridges Inside a loading hole in a tape: drive ? 

and the %peeiaf te^htikai feature " of claims 1 1 12, 13 - 1 5 , aod 1 6 is 
fmml to he making the roiutmg p:rotrasioo width, of the front lid: of the. ihiek^pe 
tape cartridge appropriately the same diraen^icn as the thm-type tape cartridge 
by constituting the front plate of the front lid of the thiclc-type tape cartridge 
which is w the tape cartridge Itself apd witm the tape drive, from a main surface 
wall ami a sub surface wall pi yoiahly linked leUidve with respect thereto, or 
adjusting the attachment position of the shaft of the fron t lid of the thick-type 
tape cartridge , 

hot these "special iechmcal feaiures • are not in an identical or 
eon^sposKlMg lechmcal reiatioRship, 

Ct>ri^wc:^?v\ Mz.mjmiufs 'has bessa e:sUti^j^<i.^.rc.^^r^:jh«; ioiiowing psits of the ir£<x mzwnzl zppiicmxxz: 
i J thi: p&Us?Mte$-io claims 



.rtas •pf;r/i^v^'?' .(Eox:No. ivy ^- #) 



written opinion orw: 

1NTE1<NAT10NAL SEAM ? BIMJ ACTpOSiTV 


i?eT/JF2004/016674 


B<s& N^si, V St4^s««ed ^tc9»£ni iittder &isk> 43.hi^l*&)(-i): with: r«£3if-<* Us- mvfMy\ hxs^Mi^- w isHl«#i i>ppiiiral5il|iyj 



(N> £Uu& YES 

Oiitt* NO 



>m amms YitS 

e&isHs . . ... ^ _ _ _ no 



Ckiw w „ _ . >YO 



2 C^mmsm^m^xx 

Claims 1-6 

Document i : IP 7430059 A (Canon foe/), 19 May 1995, full &xt, all drawings 

Document 1 fmMcat^ the general state of the art in the relevant technical 
Sekt- and. describes :&;sasseii& loading device applied to both large cmmms and 
smM^mtzs* ptmidm with pressmg means (the cassette pmssmg spring 6 and the 
doer member 7} which works with the va^sette holder to press and hold ho & largo 
cassettes ad small cassettes from ahove. None of the doeumenm ci^d in mz IBM- 
either doacribes or. suggests, in pardeol&r controlling sueh that the state of the tape 
dn ve^ in other words the vertical m ovemeat of the holder for pressing do wn, and 
holdiag the tape cartridge, matches the ease thkkness of the loaded &pe cartridge in 
aecOTd^ee to a pah of top and bottom sensor provided to the side walM of the 
loading frame or the output signal of the selector switch pro nded to the operating 
panel 



limmmnt I :JP 7-130059 A (Canon fee), 19 May 1.993, page 2 Jeft .box; lines 3S~ 
46 (eiasm 5>. Figs. 3-5 

Document 1 is a document which indicates the geneiai state of the art in the 
.^levant technical field, and describes a cassette loading device applied to Both large 
cassettes and small cassettes, provided with a door member which only opens when 
bsertmg a largo cassette into the cassette insertion opening, a&d judges tie sim of 
the cassetto loaded In &e cassette holder based on the output ^g^atof a delecting 
means &r detecting opening and closing of the door me mber; however, mm of the 
documents cited in the ISR either describes or suggests providing a first door and a 
second door to the loading hole adiaeentiy inside and outside, setting the vertical 
dma^ee between the first door and the bottom edge of the opening of the loading 
hole larger than the ve rtieal thickness di mensions o f the thiiviype tape cartridges and j 
smaller than the vertical thickness dimensions of the tjiicMype tape canridges , | 
settin g the vertical distance between the second door and the bottom edge of the j 
opening af the loading hole smaller than the vertical thickness dimensions of the j 
thin-type tape cartridges, and being abic to j udge the sis of a tape cartridge loaded I 
i nto the loading tkme based on the ou tput si gnals o f a firs t sensor and a sec ond j 
sensor for deieeting the oscillating escape operation of the doors. j 
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Costs is«isSfofS- BOX V 

Claims 1 MI 

Docnmmi 2: IP 5-217328 A (Maisushimincctric Industrial Co., I id. L 27 August 
1993 , fell text, all drawings 

Document s indicates the general st^ie of . the m m the relevanC (echiiical 
Held, and describes .two large and small tape casseues wilia differ!*) g . drictoes&cs 
which cm In applied to the same cassette leading de vke, but none of the documents 
cited in the ISR either describes or suggests canstimtiag a fmxit p&ael of u front lid of 
the CMck^ype. tape cartridge from a mam surface wall msia sub sur&ce wall 
pivolably Imfced rekdve with respect themto, or ad|ust?ng .an attachment position of 
a shag; of the front lid of the thick-type tape cartridge such that the rotadng 
p^>|eerkm width of the front lid of the thick-type tape cartridge is approximately the 
sanse dimension as that of the thin-type tape cartri dge. 



